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Art as Advocacy
Go online to get the associated handouts, standards, and latest version of the lesson

plan: https://www.learningtogive.org/units/art-advocacy/art-advocacy

The learners will view works of art that advocate for social change. They will recognize

that art can in�uence social change. The learners will select an issue of human rights

and create a work of art that represents the issue. They will write a paragraph of

explanation about their work.

Duration: 

One Fifty-Five Minute Class Period

Objectives: 

The learner will:

analyze art related to the historic contributions of César E. Chávez, Dolores Huerta

and the United Farm Workers

brainstorm human rights issues

create art as advocacy and write a description of the artwork

Materials: 

Teacher's resource: handout: Information about César Chávez

Bibliography: 

Humanscape NO.65 by Melesio Casas 

Sun Mad Raisins by Ester Hernández

Instructions: 

�. Anticipatory Set: Prior to the lesson locate online images of the two pieces of

artwork: "Humanscape NO.65" by Melesio Casas at and “Sun Mad Raisins” by

Ester Hernández. Show the class the two works of art. Arrange the class into

small groups to brainstorm these questions using their prior knowledge: What do

they think these works of art may be about? What problem is being addressed by

voluntary action?

�. Bring their small group discussions to a whole group discussion.

�. Tell the students that these works were created to support the work of César

Chávez, Dolores Huerta and the United Farm Workers. If necessary, brie�y tell

the students about the advocacy of César Chávez (See Attachment One for

teacher information), and about the two works of art and their connection to the

United Farm Workers.

http://artinprint.org/article/ester-hernandez-sun-mad/


11/7/2020 Instructions | Learning to Give

https://www.learningtogive.org/lesson/print/10872 2/2

�. Teacher Note: Background information about the two works by Latino artists:

“Humanscape 65” is a picture of a farm worker under the protective covering of

the United Farm Workers �ag. The red �ag has a black Aztec eagle on it and the

words, “!Si Se Puede!” meaning, “Yes We Can!” César Chávez said about the �ag,

“A symbol is an important thing. That is why we chose an Aztec eagle. It gives

pride . . . When people see it they know it means dignity.”

Ester Hernández grew up in the San Joaquin Valley of California, where she

unknowingly bathed in and drank polluted water and worked in an

environment contaminated by pesticides. Questions about the effects of

pesticides on agricultural workers prompted her to create Sun Mad Raisins.

�. Tell students that visual artists and musicians often comment on human rights

issues through their artwork. Ask if they can name some examples of

artists/musicians/songwriters as examples.

�. Brainstorm school or community human rights issues that are a source of

concern to them or their family and neighbors? How would you articulate the

issue through a work of art?

�. Distribute drawing paper and art supplies. Allow the students to work as

individuals or pairs to create a work of art or poster that graphically displays a

human rights issue. A brief explanation should accompany the work. 

Re�ection: 

Have each student write a one or two sentence response to at least three of the

following prompts:

�. During this service project, I learned how to…

�. During this service project, changed my mind about…

�. During this service project, I was feeling…

�. During this service project I thought ….

�. During this service project I was hoping that…

�. During this service project I became convinced of…

To extend the re�ection students may share their responses and look for similarities

and differences in the responses of others. Have the students share why it might be

di�cult to ‘put into words’ what they experienced during this service project. 


